
Escape  from 
 Azkaban!

It is Harry's third year at Hogwarts where he learns

that Sirius Black, a convicted murderer and supporter

of Lord Voldemort, has escaped from Azkaban and

intends to kill Harry. Can you help Harry Potter and

his friends escape danger? Solve each of the five

puzzles to decipher the secret phrase! 



Teacher Directions
Escape from Azkaban! is an escape room focused on STEM

activities in connection with Harry Potter and the Prisoner of

Azkaban. Subjects and skills include spells, Arithmancy,

character and plot development, Herbology, and close reading

and literary analysis.

Duration: Approximately  1-2 hours

Audience: upper elementary (4-6th grade)

Suggested Grouping: 3-4 students per group

Kit includes: Teacher Directions with Key, Blank Answer Sheet, 5 puzzles, and

a Time Out Card. To enhance the experience, teachers can incorporate

number, letter, and keyed locks to boxes. Create a code for students to break to

get to each puzzle! 

Puzzle 1:  Spells Matching Game

  In this puzzle, students must match the spells to the correct definition or purpose. When they have all matched 

  correct, the instructor gives the group their first set of letters. 

Puzzle 2: Arithmancy

  Following the practice of Arithmancy, a method for predicting the future through numbers, students will calculate 

  characters' social, heart, and character numbers. Each of these numbers will then be converted to letters. Be 

   careful, though, because this one can be tricky!  

Puzzle 3: Character/Plot Puzzle

  Students are given 9 cards with characters' names listed in the middle and plot details connecting them to other     

  characters on the edges. Students must match these up perfectly before the instructor can give them the next set of 

  letters!

Puzzle 4: Herbology

Here, students are asked to read an article on magical plants in the muggle world and answer questions about them.

Correct answers will lead students to another set of letters for the secret phrase! 

Puzzle 5: Close Reading and Literary Analysis

  Students will re-read an excerpt from Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (you must have the book  

  in hand) and answer questions focused on comprehension, literary analysis, and vocabulary. Correct 

  answers will lead students to the final set of letters for the secret phrase! 

Once you have earned all the letters from the five puzzles,

unscramble them to reveal the secret phrase! 

Time Out Card: If you notice a particular group member is

being a little too bossy or takes control, you can give that

student a Time Out Card, which takes them out of the game for

3 minutes and lets the other group member work.



Spells
Directions: 

Match the spell with the correct description

to earn your next set of letters.

Riddikulus Lumos Expellimarmus

Obliviate Expecto 
Patronum Accio

Wingardium 
Leviosa Alohomora Avada

Kedarva

Oculus
 Reparo



Spells
Directions: 

Match the spell with the correct description

to earn your next set of letters.

Removes a

specific memory

from a target

Repairs broken

glasses

Creates a torch to

use as lighting

This spell

unlocks doors

Summons an

object

Makes an object

levitate

Removes an

object from an

enemy's grasp

One of 3

Unforgettable

Curses, causes

painless death and

leaves no evidence

A Boggart Banishing

Spell, causes caster to

turn a Boggart into

something silly,

thereby rendering it

unable to terrorize

Wards off

Dementors, the

guardians of

Azkaban



Arithmancy
Arithmancy is one of the classes students are required to take in their third year at

Hogwarts and Hermoine's favorite. It is a precise and almost scientific method of

predicting the future using numbers. According to Arithmancy, each individual has

three numbers: a character number, a heart number, and a social number. 

A simple form of Arithmancy involves converting the names of people into

numbers using a cipher such as below: 

1       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9
A      B       C       D      E       F      G       H       I
J       K       L       M      N      O      P       Q       R
S      T       U       V       W     X      Y        Z

Directions 

An individual's character number can be used to find out the general personality

type. The heart number represents a character's inner life and can identify desires

and fears they keep from others. Finally, the social number represents a

character's outer personality, what a character projects to others. 

+

Calculate Professor Lupin's character number by converting his name into

numbers and adding them together to get a two digit number. Add those 2

numbers together to get another 2 digit number. Finally, add those 2

numbers to get Lupin's character number. 

+++++ + +

=

++++

=

+

=

+

Using the cipher above, calculate Professor Lupin's character number, Harry

Potter's heart number, Sirius Black's social number, and Hermoine Granger's heart

number. This will reveal a 4 digit code that you will need to convert to letters. This

may take you a couple tries to get the correct final letters! 



Arithmancy
Find Harry Potter's heart number by converting his name into

numbers. Next, reduce the number to only the vowels in his name and

add them together to get a 2 digit number. 

Then add those two numbers together to discover Harry's heart number.

=

+

Find Sirius Black's social number by converting the consonants in his 

 name into numbers. 

Then add those two numbers together to discover Sirius Black's social number.

=

+

++

=

=

++++++



Arithmancy
Find Hermoine Granger's heart number by converting the vowels in her

name to numbers and adding  them together to get a 2 digit number. 

+++++

Then add those two numbers together to discover Sirius Black's social number.

=

+

=

Answers
Professor Lupin's character number

Harry Potter's heart number

Sirius Black's social number

Hermoine Granger's heart number

Now, using the same cipher, convert each number to

the matching letter. Keep in mind that multiple letters

correspond to a single number, so this may take you a

couple tries to get it right!



Arithmancy
Answer Key

Professor Lupin's character number

Harry Potter's heart number

Sirius Black's social number

Hermoine Granger's heart number

Now, using the same cipher, convert each number to

the matching letter. Keep in mind that multiple letters

correspond to a number, so this may take you a couple

tries to get it right!

5

3

3

4

N U L D



“I solemnly swear that I am up to no good.”
Directions

Harry
Potter

Hermoine
Granger

Professor 
Lupin

Sirius
Black

Rubeus
Hagrid

Draco
Malfroy

Professor
Severus
Snape

Ron
Weasley

Buckbeak

Match the squares so the plot events and characters match perfectly. You should have a 3x3

square when finished. Be careful, there may be Confusing Concotions (repeat descriptions)

to throw you off! Show your teacher the completed puzzle to get the next set of letters! 

_____ introduces Hippogriffs to 

Harry and his friends

Harry thinks _____ killed his parents
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Hermoine purchases a cat that

chases _____'s pet.
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Scolds _____ for shunning a friend
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Made a potion to tame _____

Saves Harry from _____'s rage
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Punches _____ in the face

Runs away from _____

Works with _____ to appeal

Buckbeak's sentence.
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Confiscates _____'s map A Hippogriff used in _____'s class
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_____ hid under Harry's cloak of invisibility
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Saves Harry from _____'s rage
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Black's childhood best

friend from Hogwarts

Buckbeak finds _____ in Hogsmeade

Snape confront Dumbledore about

Harry as Dumbledore and Fudge

speak about _____'s escape
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_____ has a conflict with one of the students,

and brings it to the head master.



Herbology
As third year students at Hogwarts, Harry Potter and his friends are

required to continue their studies in Herbology. Herbology is the study of

magical (and muggle) plants. Students learn the purpose and uses of

plants and also how to cultivate and harvest them as well. 

Directions: 

Using the cipher below, decode the message. Show your teacher the

decoded message, and they will give you your next assignment in

Herbology. 

"Gsivv grnvh z dvvp gsvb dvmg lfg gl gsv tivvmslfhvh yvsrmw gsv

xzhgov gl hgfwb Sviyloltb, drgs z wfnkb orggov drgxs xzoovw Kiluvhhli

Hkilfg, dsviv gsvb ovzimvw sld gl gzpv xziv lu hgizmtv kozmgh zmw

ufmtr, zmw ulfmw lfg dszg gsvb dviv fhvw uli."

A: Z  B: Y  C: X  D: W  E: V  F: U  G: T  H: S

I: R  J: Q  K: P  L: O  M: N  N: M  O: L  P: K

Q: J  R: I  S: H  T: G  U: F  V: E  W: D       X: C 

Y: B  Z: A



Herbology
Read "The Real Magical Plants of Harry Potter" and answer the

following riddles. The correct answers will lead you to the next

set of letters in the secret message! 

Hagrid has surely seen this plant and would have to tell you about it. 

 

Change can be difficult, but not for this plant with its superior

adaptability powers

 

 

It's possible Sirius Black would have found this helpful in Harry Potter

and The Prisoner of Azkaban.

 

This is funny, until you yourself come into contact with it. 

S. Furbish Lousewood

E. Swamp Pink

J. Sensitive Joint-Vetch

A. Virginia Sneezewood

I. American Hart's- Tongue Fern

S. Furbish Lousewood

E. Swamp Pink

J. Sensitive Joint-Vetch

A. Virginia Sneezewood

I. American Hart's- Tongue Fern

S. Furbish Lousewood

E. Swamp Pink

J. Sensitive Joint-Vetch

A. Virginia Sneezewood

I. American Hart's- Tongue Fern

S. Furbish Lousewood

E. Swamp Pink

J. Sensitive Joint-Vetch

A. Virginia Sneezewood

I. American Hart's- Tongue Fern



Close Read
Directions: 

Questions

Reread The Prisoner of Azkaban, page 6 beginning with "Harry,

though still rather..." to the end of Hermoine's letter to Harry on

page 12. Answer the following questions. Each correct answer

will give you a letter towards the final phrase!

"Through the window soared three owls, two of them holding up the third, which

appeared to be unconscious. They landed with a soft flump on Harry's bed, and the

middle owl, which was large and gray, keeled right over and lay motionless" (Rowling

7). This passage is considered: 

 "The eyes behind his glasses were bright green, and on his forehead, clearly visible

through his hair, was a thin scar, shaped like a lightning bolt" (Rowling 6). This

passage is considered:

"Harry didn't recognize the third owl, a handsome tawny one, but he knew at once

where it had come from, because in addition to a third package, it was carrying a letter

bearing the Hogwarts crest" (Rowling 8). What is the meaning of the word tawny in this

passage?

How did Ron Weasley's wand snap?

How does Hermoine think Ron feels about Percy being the head boy?

 

 

H. imagery E. a metaphor A. symbolism D. a simile

H. imagery E. a metaphor A. symbolism D. a simile

A. yellow-brownish color B. attractive C. unattractive D. angry

F. Ron sat on it O. Ron was annoying Hermoine, so she grabbed it and it broke

R. Ron's owl broke it using it as a per T. Harry and Ron crashed a car into a tree and it broke

A. Ron is angry and wants revenge R. Ron is ambivalent (He does not care either way.)

T. He is not happy about it S. Ron is ecstatic and happy for Percy



______   ______   ______   ______    ______   ______   ______   ______    ______   ______   ______   ______ .

Escape  from  Azkaban!
Student Worksheet

______  ______   ______   ______   ______ 

Puzzle #1 

Puzzle #2

Puzzle #3

Puzzle #4

Puzzle #5

Solution:

______  ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______

______   ______   ______   ______    ______   ______   ______   ______    ______   ______   ______   ______ .

______  ______   ______   ______ 

______  ______   ______   ______ 

______  ______   ______   ______ 

______  ______   ______   ______ 

Hagrid has a

habit of saying

this after making

a blunder. 

'

Escape  from  Azkaban!
Student Worksheet

______  ______   ______   ______   ______ 

Puzzle #1 

Puzzle #2

Puzzle #3

Puzzle #4

Puzzle #5

Solution:

______         ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______

______   ______   ______   ______  ______   ______   ______   ______  ______   ______   ______   ______ .

______  ______   ______   ______ 

______  ______   ______   ______ 

______  ______   ______   ______ 

______  ______   ______   ______ 

Hagrid has a

habit of saying

this after making

a blunder. 

'



Answer Key

Student Worksheet

Escape  from  Azkaban!

______  ______   ______   ______   ______ 

Puzzle #1 

Puzzle #2

Puzzle #3

Puzzle #4

Puzzle #5

Solution:

______  ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______   ______

______   ______   ______   ______  ______   ______   ______   ______  ______   ______   ______   ______ .

______  ______   ______   ______ 

______  ______   ______   ______ 

______  ______   ______   ______ 

______  ______   ______   ______ 

Hagrid has a

habit of saying

this after making

a blunder. 
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"Three times a week they went out to the greenhouses behind the

castle to study Herbology, with a dumpy little witch called Professor

Sprout, where they learned how to take care of strange plants and

fungi, and found out what they were used for."

Secret Message from Herbology:
(Puzzle #4)

.


