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The Lion and the Mouse

A lion was asleep
in the forest when a
mouse ran across him and
woke him.

A few days later, the lion
was caught in a hunter’s
net unable to free
himself.

The angry lion trapped
the mouse trying to kill
it. The mouse begged for
his life promising to help
him later.

The mouse heard the
lion’s roars and came to
help. He chewed the net
to free the lion.
A kindness is
never wasted.
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Belling the Cat

Once, long ago, all the
mice met together in a
council.

There were many ideas,
but one young mouse said
they needed a way to hear
when the cat was coming.

They could tie a bell around
the cat’s neck. Everyone
loved the idea.
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They wanted a way to
protect themselves against
their greatest enemy,
the cat!

An older, wiser mouse
asked: “Who will bell
the cat?”
It is easy to propose
impossible remedies.
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The Dog and His
Reflection

A dog received a bone from
the butcher and was running
home with his prize.

He thought he saw a dog
carrying a bone bigger than
his his own.

He dropped his bone and
dove into the water only to
get wet and lose the bone
he had.
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As he crossed a bridge, he
saw his reflection in the
water.

It is foolish to be greedy.
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The Goose with the
Golden Eggs

He took her eggs to the
market and began to get
rich.

Once there was a
countryman who had the
most wonderful goose.

Every day she laid one
golden, glittering egg.

One day he got greedy
and wanted more than she
could give. He cut the
goose open to try to get
more gold.

Instead he only killed his
goose. Those who have
plenty want more and lose
all they have.
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The Ant and the
Grasshopper

One autumn day a
grasshopper was playing his
music when he saw some
ants working hard. “Come
play with me,” he said!

When winter came, the
starving grasshopper came
again to the ants begging
for food.

“If you were foolish
enough to sing all summer
and fall, you can dance to
bed without food in the
winter,” said the ants.
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“We are too busy storing
food for winter,” said the
ants. “Why bother with
winter now?” asked the
grasshopper.

There is a time for work
and a time for play.
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The Boy Who Cried Wolf

A shepherd boy who
watched sheep all day
was bored. He wanted
to do something fun.

A few days later he tried
the trick again. The
villagers were not happy
with him.

One day while sleeping a
wolf did sneak upon him.
He cried for help again,
but this time nobody
came.
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He rushed toward the
village crying “Wolf!
Wolf!” The villagers
rushed to help him.

The wolf ate up all the
sheep! Liars are not
believed, even when they
tell the truth.
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The Fisherman and the
Little Fish

A poor fisherman spent
the whole day fishing,
but caught nothing.

The little fish begged to
be let go so he could
grow bigger and be
caught again later.

The fisherman kept him.
A small fish was better
than no fish.
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Just before leaving for
the day he caught one
small fish.

A small gain now is
worth more than the
chance of a large thing.
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The Tortoise and
the Hare

A hare boasting of his
speed and making fun of
the tortoise for his
slowness challenged him to
a race.

The hare was certain he
would win and took a nap
along the way. While he
was sleeping, the tortoise
raced on by.

When at last the hare
awoke, the tortoise had
won the race.
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The tortoise accepted
and the race began. The
hare raced right ahead.

Slow and steady wins the
race.
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The Wind and the Sun

The wind and the sun
had a fight about which
of them was stronger,
when a traveler came
down the road.

The wind sent a blast of
cold against the traveler
trying to force his coat
off. He only pulled his
coat tighter.

The sun began to gently
shine warming the
traveler and causing him
to remove his coat.
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They decided that the
first to strip the traveler
of his coat would be the
winner.

Kindness wins when force
fails.
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Town Mouse, Country
Mouse

A town mouse went to
visit his cousin in the
country.

They set off for the
town and arrived to the
remains of a fine feast.

As soon as the meal was
finished, several servants
and cats came into the
room frightening the mice.
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A simple meal and bed
were offered, but the town
mouse did not approve. He
invited the country mouse
to come to town and have
a better life.

“Goodbye Cousin!” said the
country mouse as he ran
out the door. “I would
rather be poor and safe
then wealthy and afraid!”
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