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The life and works of Giotto di Bondone are shrouded in mystery 
and conflicting opinions on how many attributed works are actually his.  

Giotto's style made him famous among his contemporaries for his 
departure from the Byzantine stylized painting of his time. His master, 
Cimabue, was a renowned artist who led the transition from Byzantine 
art styling to the more three dimensional look of the paintings from the 
Renaissance. Giotto is credited as being one of the first true artists of the 
early Italian Renaissance while his master is considered the last of the 
Byzantine artists. 

Admired by many contemporaries, Dante Alighieri even mentions 
Giotto by name in The Divine Comedy. 

Giotto used a three dimensional approach to his subjects creating a more 
lifelike look than had been used before. His use of space and 
architectural styling of the subjects in his creations are unlike any others. 
He gave individual faces to subjects rather than repeating the same 
stylized faces.  

Giotto worked in both paint and in marble. Today in Florence there 
remains a bell tower called "Giotto's Tower" with a marble relief of a 
shepherd sitting in his tent watching over his sheep.

His interpretation of Biblical events in his frescoes are painted with such 
feeling, depth, and color, that he became famous during his lifetime. 
People who lived during Giotto's time did not have pictures hanging in 
their homes, so imagine what it was like to attend church and see such 
illuminated images!  

The frescos in the Scrovegni Chapel are known to be by Giotto, as are 
the Campanille bell tower of the Florence Cathedral. Other works 
attributed to Giotto are often at the center of art historians debates as to 
when they were done and who the actual artist was. 

Giotto di Bondone
1266 - 1337
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Lamentation (The Mourning of Christ) Giotto di Bondone 
c. 1305, Scrovegni Chapel, Padua
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Ognissanti Madonna, Giotto di Bondone c. 1310, Uffizi, Florence
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Jan van Eyck was born sometime between 1380 and 1390. The records of 
his early life have been lost to time. We know that he hailed from the 
area around Bruges, modern day Belgium, and that he is considered a 
master of the Northern Renaissance.  

Our first real glimpse of his life begins in 1422 when van Eyck took work 
as a painter for John III the Pitiless, Duke of Bavaria-Straubing and ruler 
of Holland. He was already a master painter with a bustling workshop 
full of assistants. We also know by his use of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew 
that he was very well educated for a painter at that time.  

In 1425, he went to work for Philip the Good in Lille, France and the two 
developed a deep trust. Van Eyck would later go on several diplomatic 
missions for the Duke of Burgundy. One of these included painting the 
Duke's betrothed Spanish princess Isabella of Portugal so the Duke could 
see her before their wedding.  

Van Eyck signed his pieces with a clever pun of his name, ALS IK KAN 
(As I (Eyck) can) written in Greek letters. He painted both secular and 
religious pieces. Today, we have just over 20 surviving pieces that are 
signed by him so we know they are his.   

Van Eyck developed his style over the years and became known for his 
masterful command of oil painting and his unique techniques that were 
revolutionary at the time. He took private commissions in addition to 
working for his Court patrons. One of the most well known pieces is the 
Ghent Altarpiece that was painted for the merchant and politician 
Jodocus Vijdts and his wife Elisabeth Borluut. This piece is a  polyptych, 
which means it is many paintings on separate panels all joined together 
to make one piece.  

Van Eyck died young on July 9th, 1441, and was buried at the Church of 
St Donatian. His brother Lambert van Eyck, also an artist, took over his 
workshop and in 1442 had Jan van Eyck interred inside St. Donatian's 
Cathedral.  

Jan van Eyck
before c.1390 - 1441
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Portrait of Margaret van Eyck, Jan van Eyck c.1439,  
Groeningemuseum, Bruges, Belgium 



Sandro Botticelli 
c.1445-1510
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Alessandro di Mariano di Vanni Filipepi, known as Sandro Botticelli, was
an early Renaissance painter from Florence, Italy. He lived within a few
minutes walk of his birth home for his entire life.  

Botticelli's father was originally a leather tanner but trained with
Botticelli's older brother and became a beater-out of gold leaf, which led to
the family meeting many artists. The family had many notable neighbors
including the Vespucci family, the son Amerigo would one day be the
namesake for the America's. 

Sandro Botticelli became apprenticed to Fra Filippo Lippi, a renowned
artist of the Renaissance. Fra Lippi taught Botticelli proper techniques and
methods. Never one to take technical shortcuts, Botticelli's works that have
been taken care of are still in remarkable shape today. Far Lippi's influence
can also be noted in Botticelli's works throughout his career. After Lippi's
death, his young son Filippino Lippi became a worker in Botticelli's
workshop.  

By 1470, Botticelli's reputation was growing and he began receiving many
commissions. One of the most notable is his depiction of Saint Sebastian,
which was created for a pier in Santa Maria Maggiore. The style of the
painting and landscape details made this an exemplary piece for the
masterfulness of Botticelli.  

Botticelli is most well know for his mythological depictions and Madonna
and Child's. Primavera and Birth of Venus are two of the most well known
pieces from the Renaissance. Both showcase Botticelli's ability to create
poetry in pictures.   

Many do not realize Botticelli's significance in the Sistine Chapel where he
painted several of the wall panels two and half decades before
Michelangelo would tackle the monumental task of adorning the ceilings.
Botticelli never married and upon his death in 1510 was buried at Chiesa di
San Salvatore di Ognissanti. 



Madonna and Child with St. John the Baptist, Sandro Botticelli c. 1470–1475, Louvre
www.TeachBesideMe.com
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Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci 
April 15, 1452 - May 2, 1519
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Leonardo da Vinci was born out of wedlock to a notary and a peasant
woman in the Vinci region of Florence. Leonardo was educated under the
famous painter Andrea del Verrocchio.  

Leonardo was a polymath, a person whose expertise spans a significant
number of different subject areas. His interests and achievements spanned
the fields of painting, sculpture, inventing, science, mathematics, anatomy,
writing, history, cartography, and other areas. His interests were varied
and he explored them all thoroughly.  

When he began his apprenticeship under Verrochio, Leonardo was only 14
years old.  He was a studio boy and learned many skills, both for painting,
sculpting, and drawing and for technical needs such as chemistry,
metallurgy, plaster casting, and leather working. Leonardo would be there
for 7 years, but his friendship and loyalty to Verrochio remained even
after he had his own workshop and was certified by the Guild as a master
painter.  

Leonardo worked in Milan from 1482 until 1499, completing such works as
the Virgin on the Rocks and The Last Supper, During this same time,
Leonardo was also in service to Ludovico Sforza, Duke of Milan on several
occasions.  

Ludovico is the person that commissioned the great bronze horse
sculpture that Leonardo never got to finish. Michelangelo, who was not
fond of Leonardo, made a point to insult him over the unfinished
sculpture.  

When King Francis I captured Milan, he and Leonardo became great
friends. He gave Leonardo a house in France, where Leonardo lived out
the remaining 4 years of his life among his books and with a comfortable
stipend from the king. 

Leonardo was interred in the chapel of Saint-Florentin at the Chateau
d'Amboise in the Loire Valley.



Mona Lisa or La Gioconda c.1503–05/07 Leonardo da Vinci Louvre, Paris, France 
www.TeachBesideMe.com
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Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni 
March 6, 1475 - February 18, 1564
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Michaelangelo was born in a small town called Caprese near Arezzo. His 
family returned to Florence soon after his birth, and that is where he was 
raised. 

He spent much time with his nurse on his father's small farm in the town 
of Settignano and learned there how to work with marble at his father's 
marble quarry. His mother had a prolonged illness and died when 
Michelangelo was only 6.  

When Michelangelo was sent to Florence for schooling under Francesco 
da Urbino, he proved a very disinterested student and preferred the 
company of painters to his studies. He would often be found copying the 
paintings from churches. 

At 13, Michelangelo was apprenticed to Ghirlandaio. By 14, 
Michelangelo's father had convinced Ghirlandaio to pay Michelangelo 
which was not customary for such a young apprentice. Lorenzo de' 
Medici founded a humanist academy that Michelangelo attended 
attended from 1490-1492 where he studied under many of Florence's 
popular philosophers of the day and continued to work on his art.  

Michelangelo's most well known works are his sculpture of David, which 
remains in Florence to this day, and the Sistine Chapel ceiling, a 
monumental work that took Michelangelo from 1508-1512 to complete. 
Michelangelo was originally commissioned to paint the twelve disciples 
on the triangular panels that supported the ceiling, but convinced the 
Pope to allow him a much larger canvas and created a complex design 
that would include Creation, the Fall, the story of Salvation, and the 
family lineage of Christ.  

Michelangelo was a notoriously private man with a preference for his art 
and solitude over company. He was a devout Catholic, even more so in 
his later life, and he died just before the completion of the dome he 
designed for Saint Peter's Basilica in Rome. 



The Prophet Zechariah, Michelangelo, c.1512 Sistine Chapel 
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Crucifixion, Michelangelo c.1540 
www.TeachBesideMe.com



Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn 
July 15, 1606 - October 4, 1669
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Rembrandt Hamenszoon van Rijn was born in Leiden, a town in modern 
day Netherlands. He is considered to be the most influential Dutch artist 
from his time.  

Rembrandt, as the child of a wealthy miller, was able to attend a Latin 
school as a child and continue on to the university of Leiden. Though 
much like other artists, he preferred painting to schooling.  

Rembrandt apprenticed to several painters in his early years, 
including Jacob van Swanenburgh, Pieter Lastman, and  Jacob Pynas. 
Rembrandt was unlike many of the other painters from his time in that 
he never strayed away from his homeland to study his art. He never 
went to Italy to learn from the master painters there, but he was still 
heavily influenced by them. 

Rembrandt married in 1634 and he and his wife Saskia lived in 
Amsterdam. Their marriage was plagued with tragedy as three of their 4 
children did not survive more than two months after birth and soon 
after their 4th child's birth, Saskia died in 1642 of tuberculosis. 
Rembrandt painted Saskia on her sickbed and those are considered some 
of his most emotionally moving works.  

In addition to being a painter himself, Rembrandt was a collector of art 
from all over the world. His enormous collection was sold to pay off the 
debt he had run up from spending too much collecting it. From the sale 
list, we know he had many paintings from Old Masters, Japanese armor 
suits, other items from Asia, many natural history pieces, and rock and 
mineral specimens.  

Rembrandt died in 1669, a year after his only living child Titus, and was 
buried in Amsterdam as a poor man in a paupers grave. 



Rembrandt Laughing,  Rembrandt c.1628 Getty Collection
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The evangelist Matthew and the angel,  Rembrandt c.1661
www.TeachBesideMe.com



Johannes Vermeer 
October 1632 – December 1675 
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Relatively little is know of Johannes Vermeer's life. What has been pieced
together has been done mainly through regional records.  

Vermeer was baptized in the Reformed Church on October 31st, 1632. His
father was a middle class silk worker who moved into the art world as a
broker around 1625. Vermeer's father continued in the art business dealing
in paintings and expanded the family's business to include inn's. The last
inn was purchased with considerable financial burden to the family. When
his father passed in 1652, Vermeer took over the art business.  

Vermeer converted to Catholicism in 1653 and married a Catholic girl
named Catharina Bolenes. Vermeer and Catharina had 15 children, 4 who
died quickly, and 10 whose names have been preserved through relative's
wills. Vermeer and his wife moved in with his mother-in-law at some
point and lived there until Vermeer's death. Many of his paintings are set
in the two front rooms of that house.  

Today, 34 paintings total are attributed confidently to Vermeer. We do not
really know who he was an apprentice to, or if perhaps he taught himself
the art of painting. We do know he took great pains and time to complete
his works and was also known for using very expensive pigments in his
works. His time to produce art was also most likely limited due to his large
family, running his art-dealing business and the family inns, and he was a
member and leader in several guilds. Not having a workshop or students
of his own also limited the amount of art he put out.  

He died after a brief illness and in much debt after the economic troubles
that came to the Netherlands in 1672 and continued for several years. He
was buried in Protestant Old Church on 15 December 1675. His wife
applied for debt relief and liquidated some of his estate so she and her
children could remain in their home. 



Girl with a Pearl Earring, Johannes Vermeer c. 1665, The Hague 
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Diana and Her Companions, Johannes Vermeer c. between 1653-1655, The Hague 
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Paul Cézanne 
January 19, 1839 - October 22, 1906
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Paul Cézanne was a post-impressionistic painter born in  Aix-en-Provence,
France. He is credited with leading the transition of the art world from
Impressionism to 20th century Cubism.  

Cézanne was born into a wealthy banking family in 1839. He accompanied
his younger sisters to primary school and entered the Saint Joseph school
at the age of 10. In 1857, Cézanne became a student at the Free Municipal
School of Drawing in Aix. He went on to law school at his fathers behest,
but continued drawing lessons while in school for that.  

Cézanne decided to pursue his artistic career in Paris and upon doing so,
became estranged from his father. They later reconciled. 

In Paris, Cézanne befriended many  artists and spent a lot of time with the
impressionist painter Pissarro. He submitted many pieces for
consideration in the Paris Salon between 1864 - 1882 but only one was ever
displayed. In 1882, a picture of his father reading the evening paper was
displayed at the behest of another artist.  

As Cézanne aged, he began to retreat more and more to his beloved home
in Provence. His models for portraits including his wife, his son, local
peasants and children, and even his art dealer! Cézanne's paintings cover
still lifes, landscapes, portraits, and studies of bathers. He always painted
from what he knew. His workshop in the home in Provence is still intact
today. 

Cézanne was out working in a field and was caught in a storm where he
continued to work for a few more hours. He caught pneumonia and died
only a few days later. He was laid to rest at the Saint-Pierre Cemetery in
his hometown of Aix-en-Provence.  



The Artist's Father, Reading "L'Événement", Paul Cézanne  c.1866 , National 
Gallery of Art, Washington D.C. www.TeachBesideMe.com



Le Vase bleu (The Blue Vase), Paul Cézanne  c.1889-1890 , Musée d’Orsay, París 
www.TeachBesideMe.com



Claude Monet 
November 14, 1840 - December 5, 1926

The driving force behind the Impressionist movement, Claude Monet 
was born in Paris to a family who owned grocery and ship-chandling 
businesses. When Monet was 5 years old, his father moved their family 
to Normandy.  

In 1851, Monet began his tenure and the Le Havre school of arts with his 
singer mother's blessing and against his father's desire to have Monet 
enter the family business. In 1856, Monet met the artist Boudin who 
imparted the techniques need for painting "en plein air", as well as 
teaching him how to paint with oils. 

In 1857, Monet's mother died and he chose to withdraw from his school 
and to move to live with his widowed aunt.   

Visiting the Louvre in Paris, Monet would carry his painting tools and 
rather than copy the paintings inside as his contemporaries did, he 
would gaze out the windows and paint what he saw. During some of 
these visits is when he met his friend Manet, a fellow impressionist.  

In 1861, Monet was drafted for a 7 year service into the First Regiment of 
African Light Cavalry in Algeria. He refused to give up his art so his 
father refused to buy out his military commission. He ended up 
contracting typhoid fever, and then his aunt paid the rest of his service 
fee to get him out of the military.  

Monet returned to Paris where he studied under Charles Gleyre, and 
became friends with Renoir, Bazille, and Sisley. All of whom were key 
artists in the Impressionists.  

Monet suffered intense heartbreak in 1879 when his wife Camille died.  
Alice Hoschedé, the wife of a friend who had fled due to bankruptcy, 
helped Monet to raise his children along with her own. When her 
estranged husband died, they were married and lived at Monet's estate in 
Giverny.

Alice died in 1911, and Monet passed away in 1926 and was buried in the 
churchyard at Giverny.

www.TeachBesideMe.com



Women in the Garden, Claude Monet c 1866, Musée d'Orsay.
www.TeachBesideMe.com
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Mary Cassatt
May 22, 1844 - June 14, 1926
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Mary Cassatt was an American born Impressionist painter. Deemed one 
of the three grand dames, or les trois grandes dames, of Impressionism 
by  Gustave Geffroy.  

Born in Pennsylvania near modern day Pittsburg, Mary was the daughter 
of a stockbroker and well-read and educated mother who had a 
profound influence on her daughter. The family relocated to 
Philadelphia where Mary began school at age 6.  

Mary's family traveled through Europe extensively for 5 years and Mary 
learned German and French. She became acquainted with drawing 
during this time as well. 

Although her family did not approve entirely, she began taking classes at 
the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts when she was 15. She 
continued here studies through the Civil War, but in 1866 decided to 
move to Paris.  Her mother and other family accompanied her as 
chaperones.  

Cassatt began studying under  Jean-Léon Gérôme and spending her days 
painting copies of the Masters works in the Louvre. She studied with 
various other artists during this time. By 1868, she had a painting 
accepted by the Paris Salon for display, A Mandolin Player.  

Mary received a commission from the archbishop of Pittsburgh, who 
paid for her travel expenses to go back to Italy and copy a painting. After 
finishing this, she decided to remain in Europe.  

Mary made many friends of the Impressionists, the most well known 
being Degas. Her family eventually moved to France with Mary and her 
sister Lydia.  

Mary's career was long and prolific. She never married as she thought 
marriage would interfere with her career. Mary died on June 14, 1926 at 
Château de Beaufresne, near Paris, and was interred at Le Mesnil- 
Théribus, France.  
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Young Mother Sewing, Mary Cassatt, c.1900 Metropolitan Museum of Art


