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Look-Alike Animal Facts

There are so many animals in this world that look just like twins. 
Some of them are quite hard to tell apart, so I am going to help 
you learn the difference between several of them. After you learn a 
little about them, try testing your knowledge with the animal 
match-up game. 


Alligators vs. Crocodiles- They are both reptiles and look so similar that 
people mix them up all of the time. Alligators have a snout that is longer, wider and 
more u-shaped than a crocodile. When their mouths are closed, the teeth from the 
lower jaw fit into the upper jaw. The crocodile’s jaw is more narrow and when closed 
all of the teeth show along the jaw line. Their nostrils are much larger and their 
teeth are sharper than the alligator’s. Alligator’s have darker skin than crocodiles. 
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Alpaca vs. Llama- Llamas and alpacas look quite alike, but have a lot of 
differences. Llamas are twice the side of alpacas. They are used as pack animals 
because of their size and strength. Alpacas have a fine fur that is used as a luxury 
fiber. Alpacas ears are straight and look like rabbit ears. Lammas have rounder ears. 


Hedgehog vs. Porcupine- Both of these animals are prickly, but they have lots 
of differences. Porcupines are twice the size of a hedgehog. Hedgehogs have a 
triangular face and porcupines are rounder. Hedgehogs live in Europe, Asia and 
Africa. They live alone under hedges or bushes. Porcupines live in North & South 
America, Africa, Europe and Asia. They live in forests, and grasslands. Hedgehogs 
spines are permanent & when they are scared they roll into a ball so their spines 
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stick out. Porcupines have quills that will come out and stick into someone who is 
harming them. Their quills grow back. 


 

Cheetah vs. Leopard vs. Jaguar- These three cats are all pretty similar but 
with a few tips you can tell them all apart.  Leopards These cats have a pattern 
that looks flower like — called rosettes — in large numbers with a slightly different 
color inside and arranged in a ring. They grow up to 200 lb. and have a longer tail 
and legs than jaguars.  Jaguars live in South & Central America. They can weigh up 
to 350 lb. and are bigger than leopards. Their heads are broad and their tail and 
legs are shorter.  Their spot markings include larger splotchy rosettes but a fewer 
number of them than leopards.  Cheetahs are taller and more slender than leopards 
and jaguars. They have a round head and a long tail. they have a black tear mark 
running from their eyes to their mouth. Cheetahs have small, solid black spots.
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Hare vs. Rabbit- Hares are larger and faster than rabbits. Their ears are longer, 
and their back legs are larger and stronger. Rabbits live in underground burrows 
while hares live in above ground nests. Rabbits live in groups and hares typically live 
alone. 


Frog vs. Toad- Frogs live in the water and toads live on land. Toads have dry 
bumpy skin and frogs have smoother wet skin. Frogs are more shy that toad and will 
hop away sooner than toads will. Frogs have long sticky tongues to catch their food, 
but toads will just cram it into their mouths. Frogs have longer & stronger back legs 
for swimming and jumping. 
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Seal vs. Sea Lion- Seals have thin webbed flippers with a small claw on each 
toe. Sea lions have larger skin-covered flippers. Sea lions have small ear flaps and 
seals have a tiny hole for their ears. Sea lions are very noisy but seals have a 
quieter grunt. Seals are usually smaller and swim better than sea lions. Sea lions are 
able to walk on land while seals just don’t move as well on land. It is usually the sea 
lions that you see in marine shows. Sea lions are more social and gather in large 
groups to  bask in the sun. 


Turtle vs. Tortoise- Both are reptiles.  A turtle lives in the water and a tortoise 
lives on land. Tortoises live mostly in Asia and Africa. Turtles live in Africa and 
America. A tortoise has a large, heavier dome-shaped, bumpy shell while turtles are 
flatter and smoother. Tortoises have short stubby feet with bent legs. Turtles have 
webbed feet with claws. Tortoises live up to 150 years!
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Monkey vs. Ape- Monkeys have tails and apes do not. Apes have longer arms 
than legs. They use their arms to swing between branches and walk upright on two 
legs. Monkeys walk on four feet and cannot swing from branch to branch with their 
arms.  Monkeys eat fruit, leaves, insects and spiders. Apes eat fruit, small mammals 
and small invertebrates. Apes use tools for hunting and monkeys do not. 


 

Wolf vs. Coyote- Wolves are a lot larger than coyotes. They are usually gray 
black or white and coyotes tend to be more brown in color. Coyotes have bushy tails 
and usually hold it lower to the ground. Wolves hunt in packs and coyotes usually 
hunt un pairs. A wolf howls and a coyote’s call sounds more like a barking sound.
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Butterfly vs. Moth- Butterflies are usually much more colorful than moths but 
you can see from these pictures that there are also some very colorful moths. You 
will see butterflies during the day and moths move around at night. A butterfly rests 
with its wings closed and a moth rests with its wings open. The butterfly will lay in 
the sun to keep warm and a moth warms its body by moving its wings. When they 
change from caterpillars to winged creatures, a butterfly makes a chrysalis that 
hangs from a branch. A moth makes a cocoon on or under the ground. Butterflies 
feed off of nectar and moths live off of their fat storage from their larval stage. 
Their antennae look different, too. Butterflies have long thin antennae that swell at 
the end and moths have short feathery antennae. Butterflies do not have ears and 
cannot detect sound but notes have ears. 


 

Dolphin vs. Porpoise- Dolphins are usually larger than porpoises, but porpoises 
are fatter. The head of a dolphin is round with a long jaw that looks like a beak. A 
Porpoise’s head is very round with a blunt jaw instead of a beak-looking mouth. 
Dolphins have a curved dorsal fin and a porpoise has a triangular fin that looks more 
like a shark’s. Dolphins are very social and show little fear of people. They are often 
in marine shows.
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Donkey vs. Mule- Both are mammals that look like horses. They both are 
herbivores. Donkeys are usually much shorter than mules. A mule looks more like a 
horse. A mule is a cross between a female horse and a male donkey. They cannot 
produce offspring. A donkey makes the loud “hee-haw” sound and a mule sounds like 
a cross between a donkey noise and a horse noise. Mules are strong and hard 
workers so people like to have them on the farm as work animals. 

 

Crow vs. Raven- Crows and ravens are both black birds that look very much 
alike. The raven’s feathers have a shiny wet sheen to them. Their beaks are larger 
and much more powerful than the crow’s. A crow is much smaller than a raven. Their 
wings are blunt and the raven has pointed wings. ravens will usually be seen around 
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cattle and dead animals. They are more cautious. Crows will be seen around people 
more and are social birds. The crow makes a hi-pitched caw-caw sound. The ravens 
call sounds more like a low croak. The tail of a crow is fan shaped and a raven’s tail 
is shaped like a wedge. 

 

Hornets vs. Bees vs. Wasps- Bees can sting only once, while hornets and 
wasps can sting multiple times. Bees are fuzzy pollen collectors that make honey. If 
they sting people, they will die shortly after. Wasps have two pairs of wings and are 
smoother, not fuzzy like a bee. Only the female wasps can sting. Wasp bodies are 
longer and thinner than a bee. They eat other insects. Hornets are actually a type 
of wasp. They are fatter around the middle than average wasps. They are very 
aggressive. Hornets are not native to the U.S. but have become common on the East 
coast. Wasps produce new colonies each year. They die off in the winter leaving only 
the queen to survive and lay new eggs in the spring. 


http://teachbesideme.com


� C10 teachbesideme.com

Ostrich vs. Emu- Ostriches are the largest birds in the world. They are native 
to Africa. The emu is the second largest bird and is native to Australia. The emu is 
usually a dark brown while an ostrich is black, white and grey. Emus run up to 30 
mph and have very strong legs. An ostrich can also run fast- up to 40 mph. An 
ostrich is known for its very large eyes. Emus are often raised on farms and used for 
their meat, oil and leather.  An ostrich may also be raised, but the feathers are what 
people want. Ostrich feathers are very soft and are used for dusters and well as 
decorative items. Ostrich meat and oil are also used. Emus mate in pairs and the 
males incubate the eggs and raise the chicks. Ostriches form groups of one male and 
six or seven females. The incubation of the eggs is done in turns.  

Cricket vs. Grasshopper- Crickets are nocturnal (out at night) while 
grasshoppers are diurnal (out during the day). Grasshoppers are usually a brighter 
green color while crickets are usually pale green, brown or black to blend into the 
dark shadows. Grasshoppers have bright colored under wings that they use to fly. 
Crickets do not have wings and cannot fly. Crickets have longer antennae. 
Grasshoppers are herbivores and crickets are omnivores. 
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Gecko vs. Salamander-  Geckos are reptiles and salamanders are amphibians. 
There are nearly 1500 different gecko species and  only about 360 different species 
of salamanders. Salamanders have moist, smooth skin and live in and around a lot of 
water. Geckos have rough bumpy skin. They are not usually in the water and live 
more often in trees or deserts.  Geckos lay eggs with a shell and salamander eggs 
have no shell and must be laid in the water to keep them moist.

 

Nutria vs. Beaver- Both of these animals live in the water and look quite 
similar to one another. Beavers have a broad flat almost hairless tail and a nutria’s is 
long, round,pointy and hairy (looking like a rat tail). They are much larger than a 
nutria. Beavers are usually 39-47 inches long while a nutria is usually only about 20 
inches long. Both have webbed hind feet. Beavers make lodges from tree limbs and 
mud. A nutria makes a floating platform from aquatic plants. A nutria has large front 
teeth that are orange colored. 
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Matching Cards: 

Print out the cards and cut them apart. Mix them up and 
play a matching game with them. See if you can correctly 

identify the animals.
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